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Poker a5 & Fine Art.

A paper read by 8am J. Callahan, be-
fure the Klifton Kalkos Klah,
in the early 80's. Cullahan was a printer
on the old Cli‘fton Clarion, The club, as

well as the Clurion, is now only a thing
of memory :

“Poker a4 a fine art is something 1
know very lilt'e about. My poker knowl- |
edge has been acquired with great diffi-
culty, and more or less expense; my edu-
cation in the game is a practical cne =0
far a8 it goes, and my experience has
been a sort of pull Dick, pull devil one,
from begioning to end.

“‘I like the ygame. No one can demy
that it is in its very naturg an elevating
art, every one who sver engages in it, ut
some period « f his career, being raised
tlear aliove all minor cvonsiderstions of
life—raissd in fue till he could stand 10
be raised no more.

“Poker was introduced into the United
Statea aboul fifty vears ago, and at o1 ce
became very popular—e-pecially al ng
the Mississippi river and the Soath gen-
eranlly. It was formerly played with
twenty eards—excluding all below the
tens, the pluvers not being allowed to
draw in order o help their hands after
the eal; but that form of rhe game,
known as twenty-deck poker, never at-
tained much fuvor in this country, and
was soon superssded by the wood old
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game of draw, which, with u few slight |

variations, has held it position—urn-
chunged in theory and norivalled in the
hearts of the peuvple. In poker proper,
and the way it is plaved in the East,
quence fushes beats fours and straights
beat two pair— he latter consideration, I
will add, muking a pat flush a mighty
interesting thing to hold in a good live
played in
the East becunse most people there are
church membters, and think it would
wrong o rake in a descon’s cash on four
ace=, with no possibiliry of a better hand
In the West, how-

in

A

game. Sequence flushes are

he

being against them.
=ver, the people or more liberal tieir
views, and don’t think any more of draw-
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[h?e hand than they waonld of downing
| kim in any other transaction wherein he
was entirely helpless. I saw a talented
night and scoop & $142 pot, and when 1
louked to see if any qualms of consclence
were reflected in his intelligent counten-
ancs, I read there as pluin as if it had
been prinied in eight-line piea boldface,
“Why didn’t T bet him more?”

““A good stifl game of poker makes 2
man experience a greater diversity of
emolions in a given length of time than
anything known. In plaving poker, a
muan will feel at one moment like he is
‘l]u- srmartest man on earth—and in fif-
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gentleman show down four aces t'other!
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the biggest fool in town—und evervhody
knows it. Then they'll tnrn the low
card for the drink«, and he'll get
and he’ll take whivky straight, and in
all that man’s m-mory there will not
loom up a single recollection of anything
he ever undertook that fortune smiled
upan—and he will put the question to
himself if he is not a jackass on general
priniiples, and the ayes will have it hy
an immense majority. But there is no
more pleagant trinmph in a man’s life
than when he stands & $3 raise on a four
finsh, and ca'ches his injun, and passes,
| and the ether fellow beta $7.50, and an-
| other fellow calls it for a hluff, and he

stuck,

ing down & man's money on an im‘im-i-j teen minntes more he will think he is|backs in and bete $12.50 more, Oh! I




